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The true State of the Caſe of the $1 X CLE RKS 
m CHANCERY, with Reference to the 
Under-Clerks , and a Bir now depending in 
PARLIAMENT. 


He ſnd Six Clerks are very Antient Officers , and have been time 
out of mind in the ſame condition, as now they are3 and have 
= incorporated by AA of Pailizment and ſeveral Lerrers 

atents. | 
The ſaid Six Clerks have alwayes had 2 Freehold i6 thei ſaid 
Offices and Fees for their Lives; but the Clerks under them , have had no other 
intereſt, then as Servants ro them, 

" The Fees incident to the (aid Offices of Six Clerks have been tne out of 
mind , the Game th y now are; and have paſſed divers Examinations Within rhe 
haſt 1 oo years before Commiſſioners appointed ro enquire of Extartion in all Of- 
Kces , and Ex1&ions of Fees, and ac length in all of them have been allowed 
and confirmed as reaſonable and juſt, | 

No Crime or Miſdemeanor hath been objeQed or pretended againlt any of the 
aidSix Cle: ks in their Offices. 

The Implayment of the ſaid Six Clerks confiſts as well in the immediate Ser- 
viceto the King and his Aﬀaust, asin buſineſs berween Party aud Party. 

The ſaid Six Clerks onely , 2nd not the Ulnder-Clerks , are in Law eſteemed 
the Clerks in Court for the managing the buſineſs thereof , and are onely an- 
ſwerable to the Snicor for: all Miſcariages Ic is therefore requilice that Perſons 


of ERtate and ity be in choſe Offices, ---* © 
Mauch of rhe Office of the ſaid Six Clerks hath alwayes been ( and caghot be 
otherwiſe) executed in proper perſon, 


The ſaid Under-Clerks (led by the ſame Levelling Principles as now , and 
mzny of them the ſame Perſons ) in the year 1654- Cid (without any hearing of 
the Six Clerks, under the Uſurpation of Cromwell ) procure an Ordinance for 
ſerting aſide the then Six Clerks, and altering the Ancient Conſtirucion : bur 
the pretended Parliament called in the year 1656, finding that Innovation incon- 
venient, thought net firco continke that New Ordinance longer than their own 
Seſſion, and fo it vaniſhed , and che Six Clerks were reſtored, | | 

As tothe Abatement of Fees inthe Bill mentioned , It is an Argament rather 
vf the Promoters Avarice , then any good will rothe Publick, And if it ſhall figd 
Encobragement , every Servaht or Inferior Officer , it he may have his Maſters 
or Superiors Place, will be ready to abate part of his due profit, | 

The Multiplication of Officers that ſhall have the keeping of theRecords ; 
Will in that one reſpe& , beſides many other Inconvemencies , put the Sub- 
je to a3 preat 2 Charge by uncertainey of Search; as the Abartment will give 
him eaſe, | cn —— | 

As to the pretence of increaſe bf buſineſs , atid thereby a neceſlity of a 
greater number of Attorneys , It is anſwered , That twvhen the buſineſs of the 
Court was much more than now, it was diſpatched, by the Six Clerks with thei 
Vnder-Clerks acting under them, ro the ſatisfation of Il men, And thete cari 
be no ground for this pretence , but that the Vnder-Clerks would act now as 
Maſters, without any Superior to inſþeR_ their Proceedings , by whoſe Miſde- 
meanors alone , all Delays and Diſorcers { that have hitherto happened ) have 
been occaſioned; from whence irs eafie ro judge what then Dealings will þ- if 
they ſhall come to at by themtetves. 
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